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The mission of St. Paul’s – San Pablo Lutheran Church is 
to share Christ’s love as a multicultural, multilingual, and 
inclusive community. We are multicultural, rooted in a 
neighborhood that has always received new immigrants. We 
are multilingual, worshiping in Spanish and English where 
once we sang in Swedish. We are inclusive, making a place at 
the table for anyone who hungers.
In 2022, St. Paul’s – San Pablo marked 135 years in the 
community by recommitting to its mission. We opened 
our doors to a wide range of community partners, from the 
Phillips Neighborhood Clinic and Tamales y Bicicletas to 
Calvary Lutheran Church and Vida Esperanza, a Spanish-
speaking AA group. We celebrated our distinctive Latine 
traditions like Three Kings Day and Día de los Muertos, and 
we honored our heritage through a collaboration with the 
American Swedish Institute. We supported the work of 
the Semilla Center for Healing and the Arts and St. Paul’s 
Home Apartments in our neighborhood and devoted time 
and resources to develop Latine leaders in our church.
We give thanks for the joy with which the congregation and 
our partners have embraced what the Spirit is doing through 
St. Paul’s – San Pablo. Where the world draws dividing lines of 
culture, language, and life story, our members worship and 
work together to share Christ’s love. Like trees planted by the 
water, we are growing strong by faith in God’s grace. Now is 
the time to spread our branches and bear fruit!

¡Gracias a Dios! Thanks be to God!

SANCTUARY FOR BODY AND SOUL. In a part of the city 
experiencing increased violence and opioid dependency, we 
understand the importance of maintaining property that provides 
safety and a sense of peace. Opening our doors to community 
partners at a low cost provides our neighborhood with essential 
healthcare services and spaces dedicated to healing.
 We want to maximize the use of St. Paul’s – San Pablo’s building. 
Imagine the downstairs chapel converted into a contemplative 
meeting space to enrich the Phillips Neighborhood Clinic’s 
wellness programs. Picture remodeled restrooms that are 
brightly lit and designed to accommodate anyone regardless 
of gender identity. Fellowship hall rentals doubled in 2022 after 
we laid new flooring and repainted, an encouraging sign of what 
awaits other improvements.
INTERGENERATIONAL INNOVATION. The Holy Spirit is bringing 
people of every age to deepen their faith at St. Paul’s – San Pablo, 
including children and youth. A new confirmation class is meeting 
with confirmands from Calvary Lutheran and Our Saviour’s. Now 
is the time to invest in our young people with renewed energy 
and fresh leadership.
We want to provide innovative faith formation opportunities for 
families and individuals of all kinds, from Sunday worship to the 
streets of Minneapolis. Picture intergenerational catechism over 
Lent, becoming rooted in the liberating potential of living from 
God’s grace alone. Imagine a summer program that reacquaints 
children with God’s wondrous creation in their own backyard 
and beyond. In 2022, most of our summer camp participants had 
never stepped foot in St. Paul’s – San Pablo; as Christ’s disciples, 
we get to say to every child of God: “You belong.”
EMPOWERING LEADERS. St. Paul’s – San Pablo has always 
honored the resilience and resourcefulness of immigrants, 
whether they come from Scandinavia or Latin America. We 
believe God has called us together to thrive, not just survive, 
and we are building up leaders who can realize that vision.
We want to expand our leadership development efforts for 
Latine members to help them answer their vocations in the 
congregation and the community. With a small grant from Austin 
Seminary in 2022, our council met for two retreats. Feel the warm 
confidence that a cohort of leaders have when they have the tools 
to facilitate meetings and manage church finances. Imagine St. 
Paul’s – San Pablo members in synod leadership and sitting on 
local nonprofit boards. All of this is possible through Christ who 
strengthens us to carry out God’s mission in the world.

We invite you to pray for St. Paul’s – San Pablo. Resting under 
the Tree of Life, remember Phillips Neighborhood Clinic and 
their work of healing. Joined to Christ in baptismal waters, 
remember our confirmands as they wade deeper into faith. 
Place your trust in the Lord and remember our council as 
they develop their gifts for leadership.

On Sunday, December 18, you are invited to share your own 
gifts. During worship, bring forward your commitment card 
as an offering to God. If you won’t be with us in person, you 
can fill out an online commitment card or mail one to the 
church office.

On Friday, January 6, 2023, we will announce the results 
of our giving campaign during our annual Three Kings 
celebration. Retelling the story of the kings who brought 
gifts to the Christ child long ago, we recommit to kindness 
and generosity in the new year. Join us for the festivities!

Thank you for your support – past, present, and future. 
Exciting things are in store for St. Paul’s – San Pablo Lutheran 
Church in 2023. We’re excited to share them with you!
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INVITE COMMUNITY PARTNERS AND NEIGHBORS 
INTO A BEAUTIFUL AND ACCESSIBLE BUILDING. 
Warm lighting. Bright colors. Quality flooring and fixtures. 
Each of these will improve the experience of the people 
who use our space and attract new rental income. Some 
churches feel burdened by their property, but we are proud 
of the positive impact made by our century-old building. 
An additional $350 a week will widen that impact far 
beyond our doors.

STOKE THE FLAMES OF FAITH IN DISCIPLES
AND SPARK WONDER IN NEIGHBORS. 
Connecting generations. Curating conversations. Extending 
an invitation to Spanish-speaking neighbors. In these ways, 
a community-focused coworker in ministry will strengthen 
our faith formation programs and coordinate culturally-
relevant outreach. From Sunday proclamation to midweek 
contemplation, from youth group to summer camp, Christ’s 
love is transforming lives at St. Paul’s – San Pablo. An extra 
$300 a week will amplify the Gospel for all to hear.

INVEST IN SPANISH-SPEAKING LEADERS
FOR THE MULTILINGUAL CHURCH.
Interpreting a budget. Organizing a meeting. Telling your 
story. These are just some of the skills today’s church 
leaders must develop, but too many get lost in translation. 
Gathering for regular retreats and bringing Spanish-
speaking practitioners to facilitate will equip and inspire 
our congregation’s council members to be faithful stewards 
of the Spirit’s gifts. With only $150 more each week, we 
can grow the Latine Lutheran leadership of today and 
tomorrow.

To meet the growing needs of the community in 
2023, we need an additional $800 a week. With 
this increase we will: 

MINISTRY INITIATIVES

BLESSED ARE THOSE WHO TRUST IN THE LORD. THEY SHALL BE LIKE A TREE 
PLANTED BY WATER, SENDING OUT ITS ROOTS BY THE STREAM. - JEREMIAH 17:7-8

How Our Generosity Adds Up to Make a Community Transforming Difference!

Our gifts and offerings, joined together, accomplish our mission which is blessed by the Lord. The giving 
chart below has been constructed to show how weekly gifts of all size really do add up to make a powerful 
difference towards the financial support of our mission. As you read the chart, find your own level of giving 
and reflect on the provided questions: 
 » How does my giving level compare with other ways I use my money?
 » How adequately does my giving reflect my gratitude to God for all the blessings I have received?

PER WEEK PER MONTH TOTAL

$2 $9 $104
$5 $22 $260
$10  $44 $520
$15 $65 $780
$20 $87 $1,040
$30 $130 $1,560
$40 $174 $2,080
$50 $217 $2,600
$75 $325 $3,900
$100 $434 $5,200
$200 $867 $10,400
$300 $1,300 $15,600
$350 $1,517 $18,200


